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United Nations of America? By Thaiba Ahmed Abdulrahim 
New survey says Muslims favour broader powers for the UN but would like to see it free 
from US control 
 
The United Nations was formed in 1945 after the dissolution of the League of Nations and 
the Second World War to help ensure continuous and perpetual peace. What began as a 
petition for a united world order soon became an international union that would signify 
strength, good governance, democracy and unity in every spot on the globe. 
However, in recent years, the power and authority of the UN has been questioned in regards 
to its ability to uphold its main tenets, provide aid and facilitate reconciliation in conflict-
ridden areas of the world. This perceived loss of sovereignty has in many ways been 
associated with the level of influence that the United States has over the organization. 
In early December, a poll conducted by WorldPublicOpinion. org, a global network of 
research centers revealed that people in seven Muslim-majority countries were conflicted 
about the UN. On one hand, there is widespread support for a more active UN with much 
broader powers than it has today. On the other hand, there is a perception that the UN is 
dominated by the US. There is dissatisfaction with UN performance on several fronts, 
particularly in dealing with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. “While many people in Muslim 
countries express disappointment with the UN, this actually masks their underlying desire for 
a UN that is robust and powerful,” says Steven Kull, director of WorldPublicOpinion.org. 
The survey was conducted in Egypt, Turkey, Jordan, Iran, Indonesia, the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories and Azerbaijan. Nigeria, which has a 50 percent Muslim population, 
was also polled. In all but one nation, the most common view was that the “US basically 
controls the UN and can almost always make the UN do what the US wants,” as opposed to 
the view that “through its veto the US can stop the UN from doing things, but the US cannot 
make the UN do things the US wants.” 
When respondents were asked to assess a variety of UN efforts, rating them on a scale with 0 
meaning “not all helpful” and 10 meaning “extremely helpful.” Ratings were generally 
lukewarm at best, WorldOpinion.org said. But the lowest ratings were for UN efforts “to 
resolve the Israel-Palestinian conflict.” According to the study, the low ratings in this area are 
highly correlated with the perception that the US controls the UN and favors Israel. 
However more than 75 percent of the respondents strongly favored the UN Security Council 
having its own standing peacekeeping force, the authority to go into countries to investigate 
human rights violations, and the right to authorize military force to stop a country from 
supporting terrorist groups or to prevent severe human rights violations such as genocide. 
 
There was also very high consensus (average 78 percent) for the UN to conduct its original 
collective security function of authorizing the use of force “to defend a country that has been 
attacked,” though the UN has rarely played this role in decades. 
But support dwindled at the suggestion to give the UN “power to fund its activities by 
imposing a tax in such things as the international sale of arms and oil.” 
Despite the predominant view that the US dominates the UN, Muslims who were polled said 
they are optimistic that the UN is capable of fulfilling its original goals. They look to the 
organization as the backbone to initiating and maintaining peace and regulating order, 
democracy and human rights throughout the world. ■ 


